PaGE 6

Deer — an

By Tom Cross
Contributing Writer

West Union, Ohio The
Adams Coun Wheelin’
Sportsmen deer hunt, held Oct. 10-
11, drew 21 participants from all
over Ohio and across state lines as
far away as Delaware.

I all, nine deer, including one
10-pointer, and a gobbler, were
taken in what usually proves to be
the hunt of a lifetime for many of
the disabled hunters and those
volunteers involved with the
event. '

Organized by the Adams
County Longbeards. Chapter of
the National Wild Turkey

Federation and McCoy Lumber
Co., the annual hunt is now in its
fourth year.

“It's a great event, but it's
always a lot of work, but well
worth it,” said chapter president
Kevin Willett. “It creates lasting
friendships and great memories
for the folks involved.”

Due to the spedal needs of the
participating hunters, more than
60 guides and volunteers are
needed to take part in the annual
hunt, according to Willett.

“There is a lot of pre-hunt plan-
ning for every hunt and each par-
ticipant has special needs that the
chapter and volunteers take care
of,” said Willett.

Volunteers and guides come
from all over the state and varicus
NWTF chapters to help with the
hunt. McCoy Lumber, a local com-
pany out of Peebles, provides over
4,000 acres for the hunt.

" “In all, we have eight different
properties with blinds and ground
stands ready for the special needs
of the hunters,” said Chad McCoy,
who's family has participated and
srovided hunting properties for
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the event since it begin four years
ago. “We want these hunters to
have the safest, most enjoyable
and productive hunt of their lives
while they're hunting on the
McCoy properties.”

The participating hunters, all
wheelchair dependants, have a
variety of stories that touch the
heart on the circumstances they
find themselves in.

Brice Coey, a 13-yéar-old from
Ross County, suffers from spin
bifida, a birth defect. Brice.is a sev-
enth “‘grade student from Zane
Trace Junior High. This was Brice’s
third year with the Adams County

. hunt,” said Sandy. .

Brice~ Coey, age 13, of
Kingston in Ross County, -
poses with his mother;:
Sandy, and the deer-and
turkey Brice took dur;ng‘
the hunt.

“Wheelin' hunt and this year he

managed to bag a doe and his first
gobbler the same evening! His
guide, Steve Hueckez, from Shelby
County, assisted Brice on his hunt. .
“This was my first time guldmg' :
on this hunt and the hunting expe-.

_ rience with Brice really touched

" said Huecker. “I was glad to:
be a part of it.”

Brice’s mom, Sandy Curts, saldi
Brice haswanted to hunt the last 5- _i}
6 years. "
. “Thanks to ‘the McCoys, t'm




